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•   What constitutes minimally 
acceptable living standards for 
youth in the UK today? 

•  How many young people are 
experiencing poverty in the UK 
today according to these 
standards? 

• How does youth vulnerability to 
poverty vary using different 
measures? 
 

•  How does youth vulnerability to 
poverty compare with the situation 
for older adults? 

•  How have rates of youth poverty 
changed over time compared with 
(e.g.) 1999? 

•  How many young people are 
experiencing wider forms of social 
exclusion? 

Tackling youth marginalisation:  Some key research questions 



Youth, poverty and deprivation: first results 

Deprivation of socially-
agreed necessities  

• Young people mostly share 
similar views to the wider 
public on what it takes to avoid 
poverty in the UK today 

• Young people are 
consistently more vulnerable to 
deprivation than older adults 

• Since 1999, deprivation has 
become much more widespread 
amongst young people 

Wider measures of poverty and 
exclusion 

• On every measure of poverty UK 
youth fare worse than older adults 

• The situation today is consistently 
worse for UK youth today compared 
with 1999 

• Financial strain, unemployment, poor 
housing and neighbourhood quality 
are esp issues for youth  



Perceptions of the necessities of life in the UK today differ somewhat 
between young and old 

* p<.05 



Deprivation of minimum living standards is widespread amongst UK youth 
in 2012 

  



Deprivation of necessities has increased substantially amongst UK youth 
since 1999 

  



The necessities of life are less affordable for UK youth today than in 1999 
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More young adults experience poverty than older adults according to 
every PSE measure 



Youth poverty in the UK has increased since 1999 on every PSE measure 
except low income 
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Young people in the UK are more vulnerable to social exclusion than older 
adults 

  



Poverty rates in the UK are higher for youth than older adults 
for all Europe 2020 measures 
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Social inequalities in poverty vulnerability are pronounced for UK youth 
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